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1.1 Background to and aims of the investigation
Part I - Ideas for garden studies















71.2 lssues to be investigated
1.3 Mitcham City Council - the fieldwork case
study area
PART I IDEAS FOR GARDEN STUDIES
2. Ideas for garden studies - a review of literature
2.1 Academic papers


















Early South Australian gardening guides
Specialist writers









2.5 Early Australian gardens
2.6 Towards an Australian garden ethos
2.7 Summary
A history of garden design to the present













3.2 The Botanic Cardens of Adelaide













The English garden tradition
Victoriana - the picturesque garden
North American gardens
Present day linl<s with the past
Adelaide's early colonial gardens
1900-1945 gardens in Adelaide
Post World War ll gardens - 1945-1970
i 970s to the present
45
The cultivation of Australian native plants
The rise and demise of the 'all native' garden
Conclusions and Hypotheses 1 and 2
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Engineering & Water Supply Department
Highways Department
Education Department
National Parl<s and Wildlife Service
































The influence of topography on rainfall







The impact of urban development
on local hydrology
Calcic and non-calcic soils
Classification of soils
A classification system for
Australian soils

































THE DETAILED CASE STUDY - CARDENS OF THE
MITCHAM LOCAL COVERNMENT AREA
5. The study area - Mitcham City Council









































5.1.8 Greenness rating for Adelaide
5.2 Social characteristics of the population













Dwelling types, nature of occupancy
Levels of household income
Pre World War II (up to 1945)
Post War hor-rsing development
1960 and 1970s
1980 to the present
5.4 Public Housing
5.5 Reticulated water sr-rpplies
Early works
Post World War Il demands
5.6 Planned development
5.7 Summary and Hypothesis 3
6. Methods used for the detailed case study
6.1 Windshield survey
.1 Selection of sample dwellings
.2 Observation schedule for windshield survey
.3 Dwellingclassifìcation
.4 Classification of plant species
6.2 Individual householder survey
6.3 Interviews
6.3.1 Retail nursery clients (State Flora









6.4 Investigation of policy documents
6.4.1 Local government (Mitcham Council)
6.4.2 Engineering & Water Supply Department
Review of media influence on domestic gardens
8.1.1 Nature of occupancy of dwellings, household
composition and residential mobility
8.1.2 Allocation of household income on
garden maintenance
8.1.3 Occupation, employment, income and
education
8.2 Attitudes to environmental issues



























7. Results of the field studies - the Windshield survey
7.1 Purpose of the survey
7.2 Age of dwellings
7.3 Distribution of Australian native plants
in front gardens
7.4 Lawns and native plants
7.5 Front fences
7.6 Trees
7 .7 Nature strips
7.8 'Non-gardens'
7.9 Conclusions
I Results of the field studies - the householder
questionnaires









8.4 Attitudes of householders to the cultivation of
Australian native plants relative to exotic species
8.5 Specific functions of the external environments
of dwellings









Relationship between soil fertility and the
cultivation of Australian native plants



































lmportance of the local streetscape
Conclusions








9. The Hills-Plains dichotomy
9.1 Rationale for using the Hills-Plains dichotomy












































A. Map of suburbs in the Mitcham LGA (1986 Census ABS)
Soil acidity map of Mitcham LCA (Maschmedt 1993)
Soil Landscapes of the Adelaide Region according
to Northcote's key
Approximations of different soil classifications for
the Mitcham LGA
E. Soil Landscapes - Map (Maschmedt 1993)
Legend
Definition of native plants
List of current gardening magazines
Native plant propagators in SA 1858-1920, from
Swinbourne (1982)
List of plant nurseries propagating native plants
in SA from 1960 to 1981 (from Swinbourne 1982)
J. Woods and Forests Nursery Interview Schedule














5.1 Age distribution of Study Area (Mitcham LGA) compared
with Adelaide Statistical Division. (ABS 1986 Census data)
5.2 Nature of occupancy of dwellings as a percentage of
total dwellings. Mitcham LGA and Adelaide SD. (ABS
1986 Census data)
5.3 Monthly mortgage repayments as a percentage of total
dwellings. Mitcham LGA and Adelaide SD. (ABS 1986
Census data)
5.4 Country of birth, Mitcham LCA and Adelaide SD. (ABS
1986 Census data)
5.5 Dwelling type as a percentage of total dwellirrgs -
Mitcham LGA and Adelaide SD. (ABS 1986 Census data)
5.6 Annual Household Income as a percentage of total
dwellings. Mitcham LCA and Adelaide SD. (ABS 1986
Census data)
7.1 Distribution of dwellings surveyed, by their age of
construction. (Windshield survey)
7.2 Proportion of Australian plants in front gardens.
(Windshield survey)
7.3 Classifìcation of nature strips by type of development.
(Windshield survey)
8.1 Age structure of Heads of Households. (Household
interview schedule)
A classification of front gardens styles. (Household
interview schedule)
8.3 Influence of selected media sources. (Household
interview schedule)
9.1 Years of occupanry by percentage of Australian plants
present in the front garden by number of households,
comparing PIains and Hills. (Household interview schedule)



















5.1 Location of the Study fuea (Mitcham LCA)
s.2 Postcodes within the Mitcham LGA (derived from 1986
ABS boundaries)
5.3 Rainfall of the Study tuea - official (ABM) and unoffìcial data
Topography and drainage of the Study fuea. (Mitcham



















5.5 Soils of the Study Area. (From Taylor 1989)
5.6 Original vegetation of the Mitcham LGA, from Specht.
(Mitcham Open Space Survey 1982)
5.7 Greenness rating for Mitcham LGA. (Goodwin & Noyce 1993)




Age of construction of dwellings. (Sources: Windshield
survey September 1989 - February 1990)
Percentage of dwellings per CD with 25-75% Australian
native plants present in the front garden. (Source:
Windshield survey September 1989 - February 1990)
Dwellings with no Australian plants by percentage of
dwellings. (Sources: Windshield survey September 1989 -
February 1990)
Percentage of front garden occupied by lawn. (Source:
Windshield survey September 1989 - February 1990)
Characteristics of front fences. (Source: Windshield
survey September 1989 - February 1990)






Soil acidity - Mitcham LGA. (Maschmedt, 1993)





Australian plants present in the front gardens of houses
according to age of dwellings.
7.2 fuea of front gardens occupied by lawn.
7.3 Type of front fence by age of dwelling.
8.1 Occupancy characteristics of survey sample, compared
with Mitcham LCA.
Household income. Comparison of survey sample,
















8.3 Level of education of heads of households.
Distribution of Australian and exotic tree species in
front gardens.
8.5 Area of front gardens occupied by lawn, compared with
the percentage of Australian native plants present.









8.6 Period during which Australian native plants were first planted. 185
8.9 Period of installation of water saving devices.
8.10 Householders' perception of soils.
8.11 Distribution of Australian and exotic species as street trees
Length of residential occupanry - a comparison of Plains
and Hills dwellers.
Cost of excess water according to the percentage of
Australian native plants present.
Percentage of Australian native plants present in front
gardens - a comparison of Plain and Hills dwellers.
Age of dwellings - a comparison of the Plains and Hills







Area of front garden occupied by lawn compared with
the percentage of Australian native plants present -
Plains dwellings.
Area of front garden occupied by lawn compared with













4.1 E & W S revegetation programme - Blackwood tanks, 1990'
5.1 Eynesbury House, Kingswood, built as a private home in
1880, restored under a heritage grant in the 1980s.
5.2 Restored bluestone villa, Hawthorn, built circa 1900,
garden style of a later period.
5.3 Tudor bungalow, Hawthorn, built 1920-30 period.
Garden retains elements of original style.
Kentish Gable bungalow, Hawthorn, built circa 1920-30s.
















5.5 Californian bungalow, Hawthorn, built circa 1920-30s, modest
family home. Present garden retains elements of original style
5.6 Californian bungalow, Hawthorn, built circa 1920-30s, as
gentleman's residence. The present garden retains elements
of original style.
5.7 American Colonial style bungalow, Hawthorn, built circa late
1950s to 1960s, as inf,rll in an older established suburb.
Conventional formal style garden.
5.8 Conventional 1960s brick bungalow with tiled roof, Torrens
Park. Features wrought iron lacework, low brick fence.
5.9 Hawthorn villa, built circa 1910-20s. The present garden
was redesigned to a formal style, after restoration of the
house in the 1990s.
5.10 1970s restoration of circa 1910 villa, Hawthorn, featuring an
Australian native plant garden.
Cottage style garden at Hawthorndene, featuring predominantly
Australian native plants. This garden was redeveloped in 1990
from conventional layout, after a change of ownership.
7.1
7.2 Hawthorn villa, circa 1900. This garden was completely
redesigned during restoration in the 1990s to present a
traditional English cottage style, featuring all exotic species
of annuals and herbaceous borders.







Contemporary 1980s home set in an'all native'bush garden, Glenalta. 153
Contemporary 1970s home with a bush garden, Glenalta. 1537.5
7.6 Pre 194Os bungalow, I(ngswood, which was redesigned with a
native garden in the 1980s.
7.7 1960s house, Hawthorn. The front lawn has been recently
removed and replaced with an exotic cottage style garden.
7.8 1960s conventional house, Glenalta, with perennial lawn extended
to the kerb. The formal garden contains all exotic plants-
7.9 Seasonal front lawn, Hawthorndene, which has been allowed
to die off in the drier summer months.
7 .10 Austerity 1920s bungalow, in Westbourne Park. The original
front fence has been removed and not replaced.
7.11 Streetscape in Panorama, developed in the 1960-70s period,
showing all gardens designed without front fences.
7.12 Streetscape in Hawthorn. Note the high brush fences, nature
strip with well maintained summer lawns, and attempts to
gentriff the Stobie (electricity) poles.
8.1 Fountain with a statue as garden ornamentation. 1990s restoration
of a 1920-30s Californian bungalow, in Westbourne Park.
8.2 Oriental stone lantern, used as an ornament in an old Blackwood
garden, was purchased after the owners had returned from a
visit to Japan.
8.3 Torrens Park front garden, decorated with wrought iron and
an old wheelbarrow, containing annual flowers.
8.4 'The room outside', with a brick paved patio, pergola and
outdoor furniture, Hawthorndene.
9.1 Remnant and regeneration Eucalyptus spp. retained as
suburban roadside vegetation, Blackwood.
9.2 Semi-rural streetscape, minutes from the main shopping
centre at Blackwood.
ExoticJocøranda mimosa, popular as street trees in many
PIains suburbs.
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From the 1960s fundamental changes in Australian society have taken place. It is
hypothesised that the introduction of Australian indigenous plant material into
suburban domestic gardens during that period might be viewed as a
manifestation of cultural evolution within the vernacular landscape. This thesis
consists of two parts.
Part I investigates ideas for garden studies through research into the history of
modern gardens and a review of academic studies in related fields. Other
published materials and popr-rlar influences, such as the media, are discussed for
their contributions to suburban garden design, with particular reference to the
recent cultivation of Australian native plants.
Part ll presents two empirical studies undertalcen in Mitcham, a local government
area within the Adelaide metropolitan district. The study area contains
residential dwellings spanning the period fronr 1840 to the present, set in a
spatially diverse physical environment including portions of both the Adelaide
Hills (Mount Lofty Ranges) and the adjoining plains. The fìrst survey, which
entailed observation and classification of over five thousand front gardens, led to
the establishment of preliminary hypotheses which were investigated through a
series of household interviews. Analysis and interpretation of data concluded
that while some initial hypotheses were supported by the more detailed study,
there was insufficient evidence to substantiate others.
(xv)
Examination of the study area's physical and socio<conomic characteristics revealed
a distinct dichotomy between the Hills and Plains sectors. These differences were
further reinforced by variations in garden styles commensurate with the dwelling
construction period and the occupants' ages.
Data indicated that households established from the 1960s have incorporated an
increasing proportion of Australian plant material into their gardens, paralleled
with a trend towards a lower-maintenance, informal layout. Decreased areas of
Iawns are favoured, with some acceptance of these as seasonal features.
It was concluded that the domestic front garden remains a significant feature of
the suburban landscape, generally given a high time and cost priority by owner-
occupiers. It is believed that evolution of a unique Australian garden style will
continue, to include a heterogeneous blend of native and exotic plant material
within an informal setting.
(xvi)
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